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Administration  of  Hydrography,  Madrid  -  Col  Navarrets.  T.14.E.N.  47. 

Discourse  upon  tho  Battlement  of  the  ooast  of  Florida  and  difficulties 
that  have  been  presented  about  its  fortifloation  and  defense. 


Although  I  have  not  been,  to  Florida,  on  aoeount  of  the  expenses 
and  obstacles  that  have  been  mainfested,  1  shall  give  here  account 
of  what  there  is  in  those  Forts  from  what  in  this  tom  of  Havana  can 
be  well  known  and  verified  (,)  otherwise  they  may  stretch  what  ha# 
been  related  by  othere  because  of  the  environment  and  conversation 
that  there  is  her©  every  day  (,)  it  is  well  understood;  and  although 
the  poor  men  that  are  there  were  greatly  desiring  that  I  go  there  I 
might  not  be  of  any  good  to  them,  at  least  in  what  they  were  wanting 
not  carrying  commission  for  being  able  to  help  them  nor  righting 
wrongs  nor  providing  what  would  suit  and  therefor©  almost  can  be 
able  from  here  to  report  what  is  most  essential  in  the  same  manner 
as  X  might  give  from  there  having  known  many  who  have  now  come  from 
there  and  others  who  have  been  there  and  have  seen  and  have  repre¬ 
sented  it,  from  what  X  have  seen  and  understood  to  happen  here. 


Santa  Elena 

Santa  Siena,  where  the  Fort  is,  is  not  (the)  mainland  of  Flor¬ 
ida  but  an  ielet  that  is  a  leagua  long  and  half  as  wide,  and 
through  many  parts  mush  less?  toe  length  of  it  is  from  Northwest 
to  Southeast  and  it  is  In  thirty  and  two  and  a  half  degrees  *  it 
has  a  Harbor  and  an  estuary  from  the  Sea  like  a  river,  goes  from 


Literal  Translation  of  sections  relating 
parti oularly  to  St.  Augustine  from  untitled 
document  in  Vol.  IX  of  Woodbury  Lowery's  tran- 
soriptions  entitled  Spanish  Manuscripts. 

N.B.  This  anonymous  and  undated  document, 

V  v 

Lowery  has  dated  tentatively  as  1577  -  1580. 
She  translation  was  made  from  a  microfilm  copy 
of  the  Lowery  volume  which  is  in  the  Library 
of  Congress. 
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(fol  3)  The  maize  that  Is  sovn  is  little  sinoe  it  cannot  be 
muon  on  aooount  of  not  haYlng  land,  and  a  man  only  with  a  hoe  can 
not  sow  mush,  and  he  has  many  plagues,  especially  of  a  great  multi¬ 
tude  of  jaokd&ws,  which  pull  up  and  eat  the  maize  in  ooming  up,  and 

/ 

before  it  oomes  up,  the  moles  eat  the  seed,  and  afterwards  at  seed¬ 
ing  time  jackdaws  end  thrushes,  squirrels  and  foxes  eat  it  also,  and 
so  it  happens  that  it  is  sown  and  reaped  with  great  labor,  and  in  all 
the  Island  there  is  not  another  thing  that  the  people  oan  produce  but 
only  this  little  maize,  nor  doee  the  land  have  capacity  so  that  with 
industry  and  work  to  be  able  to  avail  themselves  in  it  that  ’.ay  be 
for  the  sustenance  of  the  human  life*  On  it  there  are  enither  Cows, 
nor  Hogs  nor  sheep  nor  goats  nor  an;/  other  live  stock,  nor  is  one 
able  to  have  nor  breed  them  because  there  is  no  where  to  feed  them, 
some  Hogs  that  a  man  from  the  Island  of  Cuba  brought  there  were 
dying  of  hunger  sinoe  he  oould  not  feed  them  even  after  (?)  weigh¬ 
ing  them  and  selling  them  to  the  people  wh o  there  were  f&oed  with 
giving  them  maize  so  that  they  might  keep  them  in  hope,  and  the 
Bears  and  Lions  and  Wolves  and  Foxes  that  are  there  eat  th«m,  so  that 
the  people  oan  never  eat  meat)  and  I  know  some  has  to  be  salted, 
brought  from  the  Island  of  Cuba  and  there  only  remains  fishing  in  the 
sea  and  estuaries  that  there  are  through  there  and  thus  they  usually 

fish  in  order  to  feed  themselves  and  many  days  and  some  months  with- 

<  ^ 

out  maizs  or  any  other  thing,  they  have  passed  with  only  what  they 

fish  and  this  with  fish  hook,  because  there  is  no  dragnet  nor  seine 

\ 

cat  is  in  the  house  of  the  Governor  for  his  house* 


The  Start  If  of  timbers  and  planks  which  the  soldiers  have  made, 
who  always  serve  In  outting  carrying  and  sawing  those  logs  and  tim¬ 
bers  beoanse  there  is  no  horse  nor  mule  nor  other  beast  of  any  use, 
and  they  work  In  these  oooupations  and  hardships  every  day,  and  for 
(the)  house  of  the  Governor  they  make  other  things  and  works  of  his, 
and  in  fact  they  serve  more  as  prisoners  and  peons  than  as  soldiers. 

Saint  .m&uatjne,  what  Itfa, 

Saint  lugustine,  where  first  the  Fort  and  people  were,  is  a  saall 
Islet  and  St.  Augustine  where  now  the  Fort  and  people  are  is  another 
that  is  next  to  the  former,  where  first  the  Fort  used  to  ae,  and  this 
where  it  Is  now  is  almost  (an)'  Island,  because  it  is  surrounded  by 
water,  although  by  one  part  is  uncovered  where  they  can  pass  to  th# 
Mainland,  it  is  in  2£  and  a  half  degrees*  it  is  3  or  4  leagues  long 
and  of  very  little  width,  whioh  narrows  to  half  ft  leftgue,  and  through 
some  parts  less,  daoh  year  the  Sea  oovers  mueh  part  of  this  land* 
it  is  all  a  forest  of  evergreen  oaks,  pines  and  oaks  and  palm  grove 
filled  underneath  with  roots  so  that  it  cannot  be  cultivated  except 
a  part  that  is  sandy,  and  there  they  sow  maize,  and  of  this  land  the 
Governor  has  most  of  it  who  makes  the  Soldiers  sow  for  him  there* 

There  are  in  St.  Augustine  13  married  men  settlers,  besides  the 
soldiers  son  of  whom  are  married,  hash  settler  will  have  as  mush 
land  as  a  medium  garden,  about  '  *t  a  man  alone  can  dig  with  a  hoe 
only  what  is  enough  principally  that  he  is  occupied  every  day,  half 


a  day.  in  grinding  the  maize  which  ha  has  to  eat  that  day  because 
it  oannot  be  kept  ground  nor  cooked  for  another  day  which  is  great 
and  continuous  work  to  grind  it  each  day  by  hand;  what  is  sown  is 
maize  and  squash,  beo.ase  othor  garden  seeds  do  not  yield  well  W) 
Each  Settler  sows  IS  and  15  and  up  to  20  pounds  of  maize  and  no  more 
and  they  say  one  once  sowed  40  or  SO  pounds*  No  more  is  sown  on  ao- 
oount  of  eaoh  one  being  with  only  a  hoe  and  having  to  grind  by  hand 
every  day  the  food  nor  is  there  anything  of  which  to  be  able  to  use 
nor  does  the  earth  have  the  eapaoity  for  being  able  to  yield  it.  al¬ 
though  more  work  and  industry  might  be  plaoed  in  it* 

,  / 

On  the  islet  where  first  the  fort  was  whioh  is  next  to  where  it 
is  now.  there  are  about  50  head  of  oattle.  whioh  are  not  useful  to 
the  people  or  soldiers  nor  are  they  killed  for  eating,  but  it  is  for 
the  Governor  if  he  wants  to  Kill  one  some  time*  These  SO  head  of 
oattle  do  not  multiply  and  if  they  get  ready  to  the  oalves  die  for 
lack  of  food  and  on  aooount  of  many  groat  horseflies  that  there  ore 
there,  and  many  mosquitos  and  bears  and  lions  and  they  do  not  have 
fresh  water  for  the  live  stock  to  drink  except  it  is  vthen  it  may 
raint  there  are  about  50  hogs  and  these  also  multiply  little,  and 

i 

they  have  gone  disappearing  and  the  pigs  vdll  die  on  aooount  of  not 
having  food  nor  fresh  water  and  bears  and  lions  eat  them  and  they 
have  not  been  useful  exoept  when  the  Governor  sometimes  would  kill 
one  for  himself*  These  have  gone  and  fled  and  are  wandering  in  the 
woods,  lean  so  that  they  are  not  useful,  and  if  there  are  some  they 
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a re  of  no  use*  Ciere  is  no  land  in  order  to  bo  able  to  raise  stock  i 
There  is  no  other  animal  nor  flook  of  sheep  nor 

(Bext  page  missing) 

Accomplishment  of  that  Agreed. 

Regarding  the  fulfilling  of  the  agreement  and  oontraet  that  was 
taken  by  the  Adelantado  Pedro  Menende*  de  Aviles*  by  that  mentioned 
it  is  dear  that  he  did  not  ftilfill  (it*)  sinoe  he  did  not  settle 
in  Florida  and  settled  in  (a)  place  where  no  one  oan  occupy  nor  in¬ 
habit  nor  proouoe  nor  raise  live  stock  nor  where  can  be  followed  the 
purpose  of  the  agreement  and  he  did  not  oolonise  the  mainland  where 
it  ought  to  have  been  settled*,  so  it  can  be  said  that  it  is  not  in 
Florida  and  being  thus  sinoe  there  is  no  need  to  treat  of  the  ao- 

N. 

e 

complishment  of  the  other  articles  and  contracts  in  order  that  they 
may  be  oompleted,  nor  in  order  that  it  be  commanded  that  he  complete 
them  in  these  two  Forts  or  matters,  but  on  habitable  Mainland 

Missing  Page 

floo-k  of  sheep  nor  goats  nor  other  than  oan  be  eaten*  and  so  it  is 
neoessary  to  eat  only  what  they  oatoh*  The  people  raise  some  few 
hens  on  aooount  of  not  having  maize  to  feed  theia  nor  for  themselves 
to  eat  and  these  few  hens  eat  small  molluse*  ana  thus  they  taste 
like  it  and  fish* 

The  fort  is  of  planks  and  thick  timbers  for  support,  it  lasts 
4  or  5  years*  when  the  timbers  have  been  rotted  by  the  humidity  of 


\ 
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the  earth  and  on  aoooant  of  the  earth  being  salty  and  the  soldiers 
repair  it  and  they  work  all  the  year  on  this  fort  and  houses  for 
the  Governors  and  other  houses*  and  with  all  this*  many  months  they 
do  not  giro  them  ration  nor  pay  and  so  they  have  been  wanting  to 
give  reason  for  hunger  and  nakedness  ooours  but  as  they  have  no  way 
to  go  by  land  nor  ship  in  whioh  to  go  by  sea*  they  have  not  done  It* 
and  whan  they  give  them  ration*  they  do  not  give  them  what  H,  U. 
orders*  and  half  a  pond  of  meal  is  given  them  and  as  they  oome  in 
tired  from  working  to  have  to  grind  and  oook  the  food*  because  they 
do  not  have  whoever  may  do  it*  they  are  1  ft  to  suffer  evil*  and 
this  ground  maize  or  meal  when  there  are  made  cakes  they  oook  or 
roast  them  among  the  ashes  or  cinders  eaoh  time  that  they  have  to 
eat  it* 

From  the  port  where  the  ships  arrive  to  where  the  fort  is  there 
is  half  league,  little  more  or  less*  From  the  fort  they  can  not 
dofend  the  ships  that  mlgjit  oome  since  they  aa*,  not  enter  in  the 
harbor  nor  after  having  entered  in  the  harbor*  being  in  it  they  oan- 
not  attaek  nor  injure  them* 

These  two  forts  or  settlements  that  are  named  are  not  able  to 
procreate  nor  sustain  people  in  them  in  any  manner  beoause  there  is 
no  land  as  is  said.  On  the  mainland  the  land  within  they  say  that 
there  is  land  and  huts  for  cultivation  and  for  raising  live  stock* 

They  ssy  that  these  two  forts  and  the  people  and  the  rest  that 
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there  it  not  enough  for  defending  nor  attacking  if  enemy  people  might 
come  to  them*  because  although  might  be  carried  there  the  farmers  and 
the  rest  who  are  obligated,  it  would  be  to  ruin  them  and  to  lose  it 

all*  what  secondly  after  the  contrast  was  essential,  _  that  is  to 

y  ' 

introduce  500  Begro  Slaves  in  for  breaking  the  earth  and  cultivating 
it  and  making  (a)  fort  of  stone  or  earth  he  has  completed  not  any 
thing  and  thus  the  same  adelantado  Pedro  kenendss  declared  and  respond¬ 
ed  to  a  Royal  Decree  that  he  had  been  notified  and  the  farmers  that 
arrived  there  are  muoh  'deceived  and  aggrieved  beouuse  he  did  not  carry 
them  where  they  can  work  nor  sustain  themselves  and  so  they  greatly 
lament  it* 

Complaints  and  Grievances  that  they  give. 

The  people  who  are  there  thus,  soldiers  as  well  as  these  few  farm¬ 
ers,  are  ?4th  greatest  di  soon  ten  tment,  and  as  oonviots  and  captives, 
and  thus  he  who  has  some  wealth  from  what  he  brought  from  Spain  or  from 
the  wages,  they  say  they  wish  to  procure  it  in  order  to  redeem  them¬ 
selves  and  to  give  it  to  the  Governor  who  is  there  then  he  let  them 
depart  and  so  they  have  given  permission  to  many,  to  some  with  some  pre¬ 
text  and  to  others  without  it,  and  all  pay  for  the  departure  although 
they  take  it  with  pretext  that  it  is  for  the  freightage  of  having 
brought  them  from  Spain  when  they  came,  the  ^delantado  being  obliged 
to  bring  them  at  his  expense,  and  this  was  proved  in  the  residenoia 
that  was  thken  here  by  Pedro  Menendez  Marquez,  and  now  some  have  come 


here  by  the  same  order*  About  this  I  believe  the  Adelantado  Jredro 
ilenendez  has  no  blame,  bat  those  whom  ho  places  for  Governors  be* 
cause  as  each  day  they  are  caaaged  and  he  appoints  those  who  seem 
to  him  and  all  relatives  and  kinsmen,  and  aooounts  and  rgsilenoia 
are  audited  by  each  other  and  they  do  not  set  aside  what  is  good  for 
them  and  they  may  not  begin  advancement  for  them  in  any  respect* 

They  complain  also  that  they  do  not  give  them  ration  as  H*  M* 
orders,  and  they  say  they  are  given  it  in  money  not  having  in  the 
land  where  to  but  it  and  that  even  two  years  pass  when  the  money  is 
not  given  them* 

s' 

Also,  they  say  that  they  ordered  to  give  them  the  ration  in 
money  because  these  Governors  are  those  who  have  it  to  sell,  and  by 
selling  it  at  the  prloe  that  they  want,  and  that  among  all  the  money 
that  li.  M*  spends  in  his  authority  and  as  they  are  those  who  col  loot 
it  and  those  who  pay  it  pretending  to  make  payment  thus  and  they 
keep  all* 

Also,  they  say  and  they  want  that  when  from  this  Island  of  Cuba 

boats  go  there  vjith  salted  meat  and  with  salt  or  anything,  that  they 

,  /•** 

do  not  allow  to  go  on  the  boat  other  salted  meat  of  any  man  but  of 
those  of  the  Adelantado  and  Governors  nor  other  merchandise  on  &e- 
count  of  selling  it  at  the  price  that  they  want  end  here  three  men 
from  Florida  requested  me  to  make  them  carry  certain  meat  and  other 
little  things  of  this  because  they  were  not  allowed  to  carry  them. 
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since  without  carrying  any  amount  to  Florida  he  has  taken  (the) 
sum  of  4,000  ducats  in  clothing  from  the  Pedro  Menendez  ^arques  and 
another  greater  amount  from  other  persons  and  he  sent  it  to  Florida 
and  (the;  Forts  for  conserving  all  this*  amount  that  has  been  col¬ 
lected  frou  tlarra  i irae*  notwithstanding  that  at  Fiorina  a  real  in 
money  goes  with  smaller  amount  of  clothing  than  the  same  money  of 
the  collection  they  used  and  to  the  Adclantado  they  cant  from  here 
11,000  duoats  that  they  say  they  were  owing  him  frou  other  things 
like  these,  and  supplies,  and  all  the  rest  go  likewise  in  every 

c 

thing,  and  the  poor  people  do  not  see  pay  nor  ration* 

Also  frou  this  comes  forth,  among  many  other,  difficulties 
that  some  of  the  farmers  and  others  have  provided  the  Soldiers  with 
food  and  other  things  of  linen  cloth  that  they  brought  from  Castillo, 
with  hope  that  when  may  come  payment  of  the  rations  and  salary  of 
the  soldiers,  they  will  be  paid  and  when  it  comes  these  Governors 
and  the  Adeiontudo  are  paid  first  for  these  things  and  merchandise 
that  they  have  given  them.,  and  those  who  are  oldest  and  most  deserv¬ 
ing  and  have  given  provision  in  order  to  eat  may  be  without  pay* 

Also  as  the  Pedro  Uenendez  de  Aviles  took  the  aooount  here 
from  the  Pedro  Menendez  Marquez,  of  the  17  aooounts  that  he  brought 

in  a  galleon  from  11  err  a  Firm*,  and  as  all  are  one  and  relatives 

( 

he  passes  to  him  on  aooount  great  amount  of  xpenses,  and  likewise 
gives  him  1,200  duoats  for  oertain  days  that  is  says  he  was  oeoupled 
in  oolleoting  them  from  the  Offioials  of  Tierra  Firms  (,)  having 


It 
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pone  and  come  earning  salary  from  H.  M.  as  Captain  of  a  Galleon  or 

dhip  that  he  v/a»  commanded  to  make  for  admiral's  ship j  and  likewise 
for  the  amount  that  he  col  looted  together  for  the  soldiers  of  this 
fortress  of  Havana  the  Officers  from  this  I him  gave  him  certain 
other  amount  end  In  feet,  all  so  mu  eh  as  H.  ii,  has  remitted  and  s;  ant 
in  those  Forts  that  they  say  all  comes  ?  to  amount  to  3  or  4 
and  so  although  for  that  matter  with  regard,  to  population  it  is  snail, 
which  in  fact  it  is,  it  is  much  money  that  H.  M.  spends  there  and 
little  or  none  the  fruit,  and  he  would  agree  that  it  be  understood 
and  to  plaoe  in  it  remedy  and  order  so  that  H.  ?,<•  may  not  spend  so 
great  amount  without  fruit* 

It  seems  that  these  torts  should  not  be 

Those  Forts  that  they  call  Sta  lilLenu  and  Sn  ^gustin,  and  the 

people  chat  are  in  them,  it  seems  that  it  would  not  be  wise  for  9*  M. 

■to  sustain  at  sc  much  cost  or  at  my,  because  either  II.  M*  is  pleased 

{ 

that  they  may  be  sustained  for  extending  the  Royal  Crown  to  increase 
our  Sacred  Catholic  Faith  among  the  Indians  or  beoause  Firate  chips 
may  not  resort  to  those  forts  to  wait  aa  they  say  to  rob  Ships  that 
pass  by  thero  or  bo  cause  Frenchmen  may  not  undertake  to  settle  there* 

If  to  extend  the  Royal  Crown  end  Our  Sacred  Faith,  there  is  no 
necessity  that  they  be  sustained,  beoause  the  Royal  Crown  is  not  in¬ 
creased  by  peopling  those  two  smell  islands  of  keys,  on  the  oontrary 
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lt  is  decreased  by  so  much  quantity  as  so  uslessly  of  Che  Patrimony 
and  Royal  treasury*  Sash  yea r  it  wasted  away  without  increase  or 
any  benefit  of  fruit  or  of  anything  to  the  publio  treasury  or  to 
vassals  many  any  oame,  rather  it  was  lost  what  those  in  another  part 
ooula  have  made  use  of*  Neither  our  Santa  Pee  w  as  in  or  eased  because 
tiiere  are  no  Indians  nor  were  any  inatruoted,  rather  the  religion 
and  devotion  is  lost  In  the  Christians  that  are  there  beoause  a 
groat  deal  of  the  time  they  h^ve  been  without  having  clergyman  or 
priest  in  oan  Austin,  who  should  give  them  mass  and  administer  the 
Sacraments  and  although  now  priests  have  oome  already  they  have  gone 
and  some  have  gone  to  other  parts*  If  beoause  pirates  have  not 
taken  refuge  and  stayed  there  to  vrait  for  ships*  neither  should  it 
be  sustained  beoause  those  forts*  even  if  they  might  be  it*  do  not 
hender  anything  to  any  Frances  of  corsair  that  might  with  to  gain 
its,  beoause  from  an  Agustin  up  to  Santa  Elena  there  are  20  or  (so) 
and  as  many  ports,  many  of  which  are  large  and  the  forts  and  people 
of  them  are  not  able  to  obstruct  them  that  they  may  not  enter  in 
any  of  then  and  that  +hey  are  in  them  all  the  time  that  they  should 
wish*  It  was  those  of  the  fort  ((supposed;)  it  or  not,  principally 
that  if  corsair  should  wish  to  wait  for  ship  he  could  do  it  in  many 
othor  parts,  as  at  the  oape  of  San  Hoente  on  the  coast  of  Spain 
where  they  are  more  certain  and  wait  for  them  at  less  cost  and  danger 
and  near  home  and  not  in  Florida,  and  they  could  do  it  on  the  oape 
of  Santo  Anton  and  in  many  other  oarts,  and  the  ships  that  the 
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Frenohmen  take  are  always  fra  all  un&rmeu  which  tney  Oo  la  those  parts 
to  the  comoroe  of  on#  part  to  another,  or  ia  the  ports  unrigged  and 
so  Frenchman  going  to  the  coast  aad  ports  by  the  Forts  aad  defease 
that  there  is  ia  banta  Elena  and  can  ^gustin  if  they  should  wish  to 
do  it* 

If  for  that,  they  should  not  settle  there,  neither  should  it  be 
sustained.,  because  oorsair  Frances  or  any  of  another  Nation  do  not 
pass  to  Indies  to  settle  but  to  rob  their  sol©  or  they  have  n over 
passed  settlers  aad  thus  it  ought  not  to  be  feared  that  it  was  done 
but  it  might  be  by  order  of  King,  and  to  their  douse  they  might  have 
to  settle  and  with  his  favor  uad  order,  and  tills  neither  ought  to  be 
feared,  beoause  even  if  they  settle,  wuioxi  is  the  greatest  inoonven- 
ieaoe  that  there  is,  they  could  not  sustain  there,  because  tlie  1  nd 
roes  not  aid  theta  and  tuey  would  have  to  bring  the  food  from  Prune#, 
arid  besides  that  it  is  not  likely  thing  to  bring  it  '  *  •  •  so  much 
without  fruit  and  so  Frenchman  already  were  in  Santa  Elena  befor# 

H#  M*  or  pilot  of  the  course  might  notice  ..ay  port  of  that  coast  .4 
the  land  aad  under crush  of  it  drove  them  from  Santa  Elena  where  they 
were  and  they  could  not  oarry  or  support  it,  and  ao  they  found  a 
pruning  hook  there,  in  ease  the  governor  of  this  island  hasar legos, 
by  oommand  from  d,  h.  send  from  this  Villa  to  aiscover  and  sound 
those  ports,  and  take  the  altitude  and  ratio  of  them,  and  it  was 
seen  clearly,  for  now  with  all  that  i.  spends  in  it  and  having 
these  islands  from  where  may  be  provided  so  muoh  nearer  they  could 
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not  be  sustained,  and  that  might  be  granted  that  they  oe  settled 
and  supported,  it  is  oertain  that  eaoh  time  that  H.  M.  may  with  to 
drire  them  from  hero,  he  said  of  these  two  forts  of  Santa  Siena  and 
Sen  Agustin  he  should  easily  make  it  from  this  Island  of  Cuba  and 
that  of  Santo  Domingo  and  in  case  this  may  come  to  be  necessary  to 

i 

drive  them  from  there  it  should  be  done  with  less  cost  tnen  what 
Hf  *1.  has  in  those  eaoa  one  year  principally  that  the  forts  and  peo¬ 
ple  are  not  enough  for  oostruoting  them  that  they  may  not  settle  on 
that  ooast  and  land  or  even  on  the  same  si 'tea  where  those  are  if 

they  should  oome  with  this  determination. 

<  (  ' 

Also  the  Frenchman  could  easily  settle  in  many  ports  and  parts 
of  this  Island  of  Juba,  and  that  of  Junto  Domingo  and  of  the  Tierra 
Firms  and  of  Honduras  and  of  Hew  Spain  and  other  parts,  on  account 
of  being  large  lands  and  unpopulated,  and  they  have  not  done  it  be¬ 
cause  they  see  those  who  having  settled  upon  the  land  nearer  by  oan 
easily  drive  from  it,  and  so  in  order  to  watoh  that  they  do  not  set¬ 
tle  in  all  these  parts,  expenses  are  not  made,  because  they  would 
be  jLobt  euid  that  would  not  do,  neither  are  there  because  making  them 
that  they  do  not  settle  in  these  two  forts  or  sites  that  they  are 
of  less  benefit  and  thus  it  seems  that  H.  ii.  should  well  prevent  the 
expenditures  that  are  made  by  them. 
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1«  »attl»d  that  yrhioh 1  a  Florida 

Tlarra  flrno  ■itin.ut  oojst 

That  I U  M«  nay  bo  pleased  to  po  Ml  ate  Florida  by  the  effeots  and 
onuses,  above  sayings  and  ethers*  had  to  be  Florida*  tierra,  finno 
where  there  is  land  Tor  cultivating  and  yielding  Trait  and  sustaining 

themselves  that  they  might  inhabit  it  and  not  theao  Torts  that  are 

/ 

not  Florida  and  populating  the  ft  err  a  Firm®  to  obtain  ((Tor))  them¬ 
selves  already  the  purpose  of  ii#  k»  and  effects  and  had  villa  e a 
formed  end  much  fruit*  end  the  Royal  drown  v.'&n  Increased  and  extended 
in  the  Indians  our  hunt*  Fee  and  it  should  bo  can  Jit  in  it  end  chorus 
of  peace t  end  the  next  settlors  having  large  lends  that  they  affirm 
that  are  there  and  live  stock  and  houses*  thus  they  should  defend 
tnese  frem  Indians  -a  -well  ae  pirates*  besides  Wiiat  •.•*3.  soldiers 
should  hero  cost  exoept  progress  of  the  x>opui»tione  and  thus  it 
should  be  ooouianded  to  the  Adel an t ado  Pedro  Aeaoadez  that  he  should 
discharge  tho  capitulation  and  treaty  which  vith  it  was  taken  in 
Florida  11  err  a  ilrae  and  as  long  as  It  is  obligated*  and  was  the  pur¬ 
pose  of  ii.  L.  and  of  the  3-id  treaty  and  capitulation. 

ih.  nojUattna  »i  glerlda.  Karr,  rtra. 

oould  bo  deno  setter  b.v  e..;! 

by  oapitaUatlon  .vith  some  person. 

This  populating  of  Florida,  iierra  time,  even  if  treaty  be 
taken  with  the  iidelantado  Pedro  toenendez  de  Aviles*  it  seems  oer- 
tain  that  it  should  be  populated  better  •  fc*  eouur.anding  it. 


to  settle  on  his  ooast  by  a  Governor  and  that  4  years  passed  another 
Governor  should  be,  that  not  by  treaty  which  never  was  obeyed,  and 
it  shall  ooast  less  than  amount  that  h*  M*  gave  to  said  Adelantudo 
for  aid  to  populate  it,  because  all  the  treaties  they  procured  with¬ 
out  benefit  and  interest  and  no  other,  and  it  is  oertain  they  try 
and  aooept  it  in  order  to  draw  out  large  portion  of  the  settlers 
and  by  not  giving  their  property  for  settling  principally »  all  are 
poor  and  do  not  have  that,  and  they  have  to  take  from  the  populators 
before  that  to  give  them* 

And  having  themselves  the  village  at  cost  of  the  Royal  treasury, 

in  order  that  the  village  might  be  very  oertain  and  firms  and  durable 

’  \ 

t-  I 

and  that  it  always  go  on  increasing.  K.  should  to  300  farmers 
to  eaoh  one  give  him  or  present  to  him  for  6  yeaTB  two  slaves  or  one 
with  vaioh  they  might  inhabit  the  land  and  break  it  up  and  work  it, 
and  having  these  farms  they  should  live  contented  and  not  desire  to 
leave  from  there  before  they  attraot  others,  and  themselves  bringing 
the  slaves  from  Guinea  or  San  Tome'  they  should  cost  little,  and  this 
and  the  slaves  and  all  the  village  sail  not  cost  as  auoh  as  H*  M* 
spends  in  one  year  on  these  forts  and  of  it  and  H.  M*  should  come 
to  have  profits  from  the  village*  md  certainly  that  is  very  profit¬ 
able  thing  that  every  4  years  Governor  comes,  and  not  what  may  come 
one  always  and  this  gave  possession  of  all,  and  of  the  citizens  and 
populators  as  sen  or  of  all  it  and  of  them  and  with  this  .should  in¬ 
crease  the  Royal  profits  and  oease  the  expenses  that  now  eaih  day 
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are  made,  and  the  hardships  that  the  men  on  these  rorts  suller  with 
great  di soon tent. 

What  shottld  be  wise  that  may  be  provided  for  the 

forts  as  they  are  not. 

It  seems  that  it  should  he  wise  that  aooount  and  reason  he  taken 
of  what  in  these  forts  of  Santa  Elena  and  San  Agustine  has  been  spent, 
and  of  what  toward  these  has  been  sent  from  Spain  ever  since  it  was 
commenced  because  they  pass  by  many  hands  and  persons  not  so  reliable 
who  were  able  to  collect  from  them  the  lengths  if  it  might  have  them 
and  that  aooount  was  taken  of  the  live  stook  from  the  first  day  and 
the  fruit  that  it  had  had,  and  with  this  it  was  ((seen;)  what  should 
be  wise  to  provide  themselves  for  farther  on. 

Also  that  what  should  be  there,  all  this  report  should  be  in¬ 
vestigated  and  be  given  particular  memorial  of  it  and  that  it  carry 
commission  in  order  to  sen  ten  oe  and  to  right  a  wrong  and  in  order 
to  provide  what  should  be  agreed,  as  who  has  the  present  thing.  ? 

Also  that  the  Governor  of  the  Island  of  Cuba  on  account  of 
being  close  by  or  rather  another  person,  should  take  acoount  and 
residenela  every  two  years  all  but  that  of  the  Governors  appointed 
by  the  Melon tado  Pedro  ttenendez  that  eaeh  day  are  onarged,  because 
no  certain  governor  which  H.  M.  provided,  if  not  by  them  the  appointed 
cause  rnepy  inconveniences  for  every  thing,  and  to  mean  that  in  ordsr 
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to  sustain  those  forts  it  is  of  profit  that  the  government  of  this 

* 

Island  and  that  it  may  have  together.  If  is  great  dsoeit,  before  it 
had  been  injurious  for  all  beoauae  what  from  this  Island  of  Cuba 
oould  oarry  is  salted  meat  and  oassava  and  oattle  and  the  oitisens 
do  not  desire  another  thing  but  to  deliver  it  and  sell  it,  because 
it  is  their  gain,  and  they  do  not  live  on  another  thing  and  what 
governor  might  be  in  this  Island  of  Cuba  should  provide  and  .-ro  uce 
it  to  give  immediately  all  who  need  it  without  fraud, 

also  because  to  the  soldiers  ration  was  not  given  them  and  it 
is  neoessary  that  it  be  given  them  and  not  in  money.  It  should  be 
agreed  that  from  Spain  It  be  sent  what  is  needed  for  maintenanoe 
and  clothing  and  it  should  be  given  them  for  the  cost  and  costs  for 
on  aooount  of  their  salary. 

Also  that  beoause  from  New  Spain  monfes  were  brought  for  these 
forts  that  was  ordered  to  the  officials  of  the  Royal  Treasury  of 
New  Spain  that  they  should  send  on  the  fleet  of  merohant  ships  in¬ 
vested  all  or  part  as  might  be  advised  them  in  flour,  shoes  and 
clothes  of  color  of  the  native  country,  and  in  other  tnings^that  in 
New  Spain  are  cheap,  and  may  be  sent  to  the  officials  of  this  Villa 
of  Hab&na,  in  order  that  from  here  it  should  be  cent,  and  with  this 
they  should  be  sustained  comfortably  and  be  of  better  disposition, 
and  should  hot  defraud  them  what  H«  tf«  orders  to  give  to  them. 
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Also  that  these  main  ton anoes  or  clothes  should  not  enter  under 
authority  of  the  Adelantado  or  relative  or  his  servant  or  person  or 
official  hy  him  appointed,  of  of  seme  captain,  hut  that  it  should 
enter  in  power  of  person  appointed  hy  H.  U,  and  that  he  distribute 
it  faithfully  in  presence  of  actuary,  that  of  it  ha  should  see  faith- 
fulness  and  testimony. 

Also  that  when  he  should  bu  going  to  make  payment  that  always 
for  year  and  half  or  more,  that  the  Adelantado  Pedro  kanendez  does 
not  do  it  or  offioial  or  person  named  by  him,  or  his  relative,  but 
that  from  Habana  a  person  or  offioial  of  this  town  of  Habana  auouid 
be  with  the  pay  end  give  the  pay  to  the  soldiers,  and  on  the  way 
what  siu>u l  be  to  make  distribution  of  the  supply  of  provisions, 

and  even  to  cake  rasidenoia  when  it  might  be  timely  and  be  as  person, 

r 

Also  thet  the  officials  of  this  town  of  Habana  should  send  three 
times  in  the  year  to  the  said  forts  a  ship  with  salted  meat  and  cas¬ 
sava  end  salt  and  ether  little  things  for  the  soldiers  and  populators 
and  they  should  divide  it  to  aooount  of  their  rations,  sinoe  it 
opuld  be  done  so  easily  and  this  they  should  do  when  they  see  that 
it  was  necessary,  and  that  lacked  vhat  may  (live)  of  Spain  and  Hew 

l 

Spain, 

Also,  that  he  who  should  make  the  paument,  should  oommand  him 
who  paid  first  what  should  be  given  for  food  of  the  soldiers  and  to 
another  person  or  relative,  beoause  they  may  find  to  the  needs  whom 
provide  them  and  aid. 
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Also,  in  order  that  the  soldiers  that  nay  see  to  idiom  the 
Governors  give  permission  to  leave  authorities  to  the  Governor, 
Captain  or  to  his  servants  in  order  to  collect  the  payments  and 
rations  that  regain  owing  to  them  and  give  them  because  they  let 
them  go  out  and  give  them  permission  that  is  ordered  not  paid  with 
power  tc  any  person,  save  to  populators  who  have  given  food  to  suoh 

i 

soldiers  or  cloth  for  their  dress  that  to  those  it  was  paid  than  with 
powers  and  not  to  others# 

Also  in  order  that  in  sending  to  New  Spain  or  Tierra  Firm©  for 

the  pay,  great  amount  is  spent,  and  they  give  themselves  seme  to 

) 

others  excessive  salaries  and  costs,  and  those  who  go  to  the  oollee- 
tion  <*ra  very  proficient  because  they  bring  it  invested  and  with 
their  money  they  pay  to  the  soldiers  on  cloth,  that  is  provided  that 
it  is  not  benefioient  for  it  and  that  the  offioials  of  Tierra  Firms 
or  New  Spain  send  it  on  the  fleet  •  •  •  to  the  offioials  of  H.  M.  of 

this  Villa  of  Habana,  and  that  is  committed  to  a  presedent  of  Judge 

;\ 

who  had  it  to  register  and  send  on  the  fleets  for  in  order  that  it 
should  not  laU  or  negleeted  from  the  Villa  the  Governor  or  an  of¬ 
ficial  or  other  person  should  be  going  to  make  the  payment  and  dis¬ 
tribute  what  should  come  in  cloth  as  is  said. 

Also  that  is  order  that  any  settlor  or  soldier  that  m ay  wish, 
to  carry  from  the  Island  of  Cuba  meat  or  oassave,  maize,  salt  or 
anything  or  merchandise  for  theirv  nouse  or  to  salt  may  carry  it  on 
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the  ship  s  that  may  be  there  and  they  may  not  prevent  it*  and  that 
to  the  Governor  of  this  Island  was  entrusted  it  that  forced  it  to 
the  masters  of  the  ships  or  boats*  that  may  carry  it*  and  that  the 
Governors  of  the  said  forts  did  not  put  them  seemed  or  posture 
went  for  what  they  lost  on  it*  in  order  that  nothing  wish  to  bring 
it  another  time  and  only  those  who  sell  what  they  may  bring  at  the 
prioe  that  they  wish  and  do  it  now*  and  on  this  Island  of  Qiba  it 
has  been  seen  to  have  it  issued. 

Also  that  if  a  settler  wishes  to  go  to  the  Island  of  Cuba  to 

buy  supplies  and  other  things  that  between  4  or  5  should  provide 

/ 

by  one  with  that  he  may  to  employ  or  to  buy  supplies,  that  they  do 

s 

not  prevent  him  the  departure,  leaving  his  home,  wife  und  children 
in  order  that  security  may  be  had  that  goes  in  order  to  return  with 

i 

their  advantage  and  provisions  that  this  may  be  to  them  of  some 
betterment  to  their  needs  and  be  provided  v^ith  little  clothing  that 
they  have  needed, 

^  \ 
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